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Report 


The all-party Select Special Committee on Electoral Boundaries was established with the 
following members, namely; 


Mr. R. Bogle, Chairman 
Mr. S. Day, Vice Chairman 
Ms. P. Barrett 

Mrs. P. Black 

Mr. F. Bruseker 

Mr. M. Cardinal 

Mr. T. Sigurdson 


The Select Special Committee to consider: 


(a) the appropriateness of the provisions of the Electoral Boundaries 
Commission Act; 


(b) the implications of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms for electoral 
boundaries and the distribution of constituencies; 


(c) the composition of the Commission and the process by which it is 
to carry out its responsibilities; 


(d) any legislation, legal decisions, and historic and current practices 
of Alberta or other Canadian jurisdictions relating to the distribution 
of constituencies and their boundaries; 


(e) any geographic, demographic, and other factors that should been 
considered in the distribution of constituencies and the 
determination of their boundaries; 


(f) the impact of the determination of constituency boundaries on the 
ability of Members of the Legislative Assembly to fully discharge 
their duties to their constituents; 


(g) any other factors that the Committee reasonably considers relevant 
_ in the discharge of its duties. 


Towards this mandate Committee members have travelled to Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
and British Columbia to meet with officials and learn of their experiences in the area of Electoral 
Boundaries Legislation. In addition 15 meetings have been held wherein a number of Albertans 
have been called upon as consultants including lawyers, political scientists, former Electoral 
Boundaries Commission Chairmen and members plus other relevant resources. With the 
concurrence of the three party leaders the Chief Electoral Officer for Alberta was invited to join 
with the Committee in an advisory capacity. 


The Committee has held 29 Public Hearings in 20 locations, namely; Barrhead, Calgary, 
Cardston, Donnelly, Edmonton, Edson, Ft. McMurray, Grande Prairie, Hanna, High Level, 
Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Peace River, Pincher Creek, Red Deer, Slave Lake, St. Paul, Viking, 
Vulcan, and Waskatenau. (There have been 5 Public Hearings in Calgary, 4 in Edmonton, 2 in 
both Red Deer and Hanna and 1 in all other locations). 674 people have attended the Hearings 
with 284 giving presentations to the Committee. In addition 115 written submissions have been 
received by mail as of March 14, 1990. 
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There are requests for further Hearings by Albertans as outlined following; 


Constituency Requests for Additional Hearings* 
Bow Valley 10 
Dunvegan 9 
Drumheller 8 
Rocky Mountain House 18 
St. Albert 9 
Stettler 20 
Wainwright** 9 
Westlock-Sturgeon re 
Wetaskiwin-Leduc 5 
Whitecourt 10° 


Total 105 (as of March 14,1990) 
* Constituencies with less than 5 requests are not included. 


** A scheduled Hearing in Wainwright was postponed due to weather conditions. 
The Committee has a commitment to reschedule this Hearing. 


Due to these factors plus the opening of the Second Session a motion was passed by 
the Select Special Committee on March 12, 1990; 


"Be it resolved that as additional Public Hearings are necessary in the 
constituencies of Bow Valley, Dunvegan, Drumheller, Rocky Mountain House, 
St. Albert, Stettler, Westlock-Sturgeon, Wetaskiwin-Leduc, and Whitecourt, as well 
as Wainwright, where an earlier postponement occurred; and as House 
responsibilities of the committee members cannot be set aside until the spring 
sitting is completed, the Chairman will table a report and request an extension 
of time to deliver the final report in conjunction with this committee’s request for 
a fall sitting of the Second Session of the 22nd Legislature." 


The Committee established and is committed to the principle that no deliberations or 
conclusions will be discussed or developed by the Committee prior to the completion of the 
Public Hearing process. 


Given this principle which has been articulated to Albertans and given that there are 
requests for additional hearings the following recommendations are respectfully submitted. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 


https://archive.org/details/ableg 33398003065082 


Recommendations 


1. The Committee recommends authorization to continue its Public Hearings and 
deliberations beyond the first sitting of the Second Session of the 22nd 
Legislature, (as directed in the resolution dated 15 August 1989), and to be 
authorized to report to the Assembly in the second sitting of the Second Session 
of the 22nd Legislature in 1990. 


2. The Committee recommends the Assembly now commit to a second sitting 
of the Second Session of the 22nd Legislature of Alberta in 1990 to receive the 
final report of the Committee. 


3. The Committee recommends that the Assembly now receive and concur in this 
report. 
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